
General Education Committee 
Minutes of July 22, 2008 Meeting 

Provost’s Conference Room, 1:30 p.m. 
 
Present:  Sarah Blackwell, Maurice Eftink, Richard Forgette, Charles Gates, Margie 
Hobbs, Glenn Hopkins, Iwo Labuda, Paul Lago, Johnny Lott, Jeanette Martin, Karen 
Raber (for Patrick Quinn) 
 
Guests:  Steven Monroe, Holly Reynolds, Amy Marks 
 
1.  The minutes of the May 9, 2008 were distributed. 
 
2.  SACS Reports:  The SACS Reports dealing with General Education (2.7.3 and 3.5.1) 
were distributed to the Committee and these reports were summarized by Drs. Eftink, 
Reynolds, Hopkins, and Hobbs.  This included a distribution of recently received 
assessment results for Math 115 and Math 121.  The assessment results for writing in 
Engl 101, 102, and Liba 102 should be available in about a month. 
 
The Committee commented favorably on the SACS reports and how they summarized the 
numerous General Education activities and assessment results. 
 
3.  Assessment goals:  The Committee discussed the acceptable results for achieving 
goals for the MAPP; other course embedded assessment tools developed by departments; 
instruments for assessing ethical reasoning/responsibility, writing, and mathematical 
skills; graduating student and alumni surveys.  The Committee considered the acceptable 
scores for these various instruments.  The following statement was moved by Dr. Martin, 
seconded by Dr. Hopkins, and unanimously approved. 
 
A result of 70% or above being the positive (e.g., achieving the learning objective) is 
considered acceptable, unless a higher target is set for the instrument. 
 
For the MAPP instrument (and other nationally normed instruments), an acceptable result 
is that the majority of students demonstrate proficiency at or above the national mean. 
   
4. Proposal to develop an online tutorial for academic integrity:  Amy Mark, representing 
the Library and the Information Literacy Committee, presented an overview of concepts 
of information literacy and a proposal for the development of an online tutorial and quiz.  
The suggestion was for the Information Literacy Committee to oversee the development 
of this tutorial and to then promote the incorporation of this as a requirement in selected 
courses.  The General Education Committee expressed general support for this proposal 
and Dr. Eftink indicated that he would follow up with Ms. Mark on the next steps.  
 
5.  Plans for further refinement of General Education delivery and assessment: Dr. 
Hopkins presented an outline of the following next steps: 
- Mathematical reasoning:  extend the current assessment routine to Business Calculus 
and Calculus 



- Writing:  develop a more analytic rubric for assessing writing, recruit additional 
departments to include the assessment of writing in major’s courses 
- Oral communication:  work on making more uniform the means of assessing oral 
communication in major’s courses and reporting these consistently, consider requiring 
(and delivering) speech courses in more programs 
- Critical thinking/analytical reasoning:  continue to use MAPP and refine the 
administration groups, develop some assessment measures within courses in the majors, 
particularly those having capstone courses 
- Ethical reasoning:  continue to require goals and assessment within the majors and 
consider developing other campus-wide tools 
 
A memorandum from Dr. Hopkins, describing these plans, is attached. 
 
 
The Committee adjourned at 3:00 p.m.. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Maurice Eftink    Glenn Hopkins 
 
________________    ________________ 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
Assessment results for Mathematics courses 
Powerpoint report on Information Literacy and Student Learning 
Proposal to develop a tutorial on Academic Integrity 
Memorandum from Dr. Hopkins summarizing next steps in General Education 
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